


W E  B E L I E V E  I N  

TRANSFORMATIVE 
EDUCATION

Our Mission 

 

The Mission of Cardinal Hayes High School, a  

community based in Roman Catholic values, is to 

inspire diverse young men of the New York City  

metropolitan area to become lifelong learners and 

responsible citizens. We will accomplish this goal 

by encouraging student’s spiritual and intellectual 

growth through a rigorous college preparatory  

program of academics, extracurricular activities,  

and personal discipline.
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W H Y  C H O O S E  C A R D I N A L  H AY E S ?  

BROTHERHOOD

Most high schools have classrooms, teachers, an auditorium, a gym  

and a cafeteria. At Hayes, we have something no one else has —  

Hayesmen. For over 80 years we’ve built outstanding,  

intellectually curious young men, capable of performing  

at a high level, and committed to serving their  

communities, country and God.  

These demanding goals are made  

achievable through a strong support  

system. The brotherhood formed among  

the student body each year means an ever-growing  

network of support — currently 30,000 alumni and counting.  

It takes four years to craft a Hayesman. Along the way, they  

learn about, and lean upon, our strong, durable traditions.  

They discover that their fellow classmates, upperclassmen  

and teachers, are all happy to help them. These young men  

get inspiration from accessible alumni.  

Furthermore, we welcome students from all races,  

socioeconomic backgrounds, and beliefs. This  

diversity encourages our young men to have  

strength of character so that they can  

become leaders with broad intellectual  

and spiritual horizons.  

Becoming a Hayesman is special. You can  

experience this firsthand by wearing any  

of our school logos around your  

neighborhood. We guarantee you’ll  

get a positive reaction. 
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It is an exciting time to be an educator, given New York State’s mandated 

curriculum changes, and the rapid advances currently being made in 

classroom technology, both of which are designed to better prepare 

high school students for university-level study and careers in the  

future economy. We acknowledge that today’s high school student  

expects access to electronic tools, rich media presentations, and of 

course materials and collaborative interaction with instructors and  

fellow students.  

At its core, the instructional program at Cardinal Hayes is designed  

for each student to achieve his full academic potential. Our program  

includes a wide variety of course offerings and five academic tracks, 

including Honors and Advanced Placement Programs. We take  

particular pride in seeing many of our students moving upward over 

their four years to our more demanding academic tracks. 

At Hayes, we continue to embrace new technologies that enhance the 

learning experience of each student. We adopt classroom technology in 

a very deliberate manner. First, we test prototypes of each technology 

in an initial classroom group and gather notes regarding features  

that worked most effectively. Prior to rollout, we provide professional  

advancement assistance to our faculty to make sure that each  

SmartBoard, Google Classroom, PC Desktop Application and  

Chromebook is used to its maximum benefit. Most recently, we began 

a software coding class and our media production facility continues  

to enable our students to produce compelling content.  

So while we are blessed with a storied history, we are committed  

to remake ourselves each day into a modern, forwarding-thinking  

institution that is a leader in inner-city education. 

A message from Principal 
William D. Lessa

A D VA N C I N G  T H E  S T A T E  O F  

EDUCATION



Regardless of a student’s track, all Hayesmen engage in a college 

preparatory curriculum, which includes the full range of coursework 

required for a Regents diploma under the guidelines of the New 

York State Department of Education. Every student’s program of 

study includes four years of English, four years of Social Studies, 

four years of Mathematics, three years of Science, two years of 

Foreign Language, four years of Physical Education, four years of 

Religion, one year of Fine Arts, and a half-year of Health.  

Further, all students are required to pass New York State Regents 

Examinations to qualify for graduation. 

Typically, students continue beyond these minimum requirements 

with electives and/or further study in various areas. Cardinal 

Hayes students graduate with more than the minimum 22 high 

school credits required by New York State.  

We provide all students with the opportunity to earn an Advanced 

Regents Diploma. For decades, our rigorous academic program 

has prepared our graduates to excel at collegiate level studies. 

W E  P R O V I D E  

A RIGOROUS 
CURRICULUM

Regardless of a student’s 

track, all Hayesmen 

engage in a college  

preparatory curriculum.
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A Student-Teacher Ratio of 16:1 

Each student receives the individualized attention and tailored instruction 

he needs to successfully complete his coursework. Our instructors are 

also generously accessible outside class hours to provide additional help 

and guidance. 

 

Over 70% of Our Teachers Hold Advanced Degrees 

Our teachers possess an enormous amount of knowledge in their  

subject-matter areas and in their approach to instruction. We support  

their ongoing professional development by funding continued eduction, 

educational conferences, and advanced classroom technology skills. 

 

A Community Committed to Learning  

Our faculty bonds with each other and the students to build a strong  

community. Any true measure of Hayes’ faculty must consider their efforts 

beyond the classroom. Nearly every member of the faculty is involved in 

extracurricular activities as a club moderator or athletic coach. The  

tremendous amount of time, energy and effort they invest supports the 

growth of each student, ensuring he completes his academic journey  

as a Hayesman. 

D E D I C A T E D  

FACULTY

Our faculty enables the success of our 
students and ensures the excellence of 
our academic programs.
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H AY E S  G O E S  G O O G L E  

TECHNOLOGY

At Cardinal Hayes, we embrace the use of technology in the classroom 

as we strive to set our students up for success beyond high school. 

However, we do not let technology interfere with building critical  

thinking skills and mastering concepts.  

SmartBoards: Today, rich multimedia presentations help students 

gather information and learn at their own pace. All Hayes classrooms 

come equipped with SmartBoards, enabling multimedia-based learning. 

All faculty members are kept up to date in SmartBoard instruction and 

classroom use.  

Google Classroom: We adopted Google Classroom and are currently  

migrating all coursework to this platform, an anywhere/anytime  

learning environment.

Many of our faculty members are Google Classroom Certified  

Instructors and many more are in the process of acquiring this  

important credential.  

Chromebooks: We have given out over 800 Chromebooks, and every 

student receives one when they attend Cardinal Hayes.  

Internet Connectivity: We now have complete wireless Internet  

connectivity throughout all student areas, thanks to our partnership 

with Aruba Networks.  

These investments are enhancing our students’ ability to learn, and  

are enabling them to better use technology throughout their future  

educational and career pursuits. 

Technology in the classroom is  
becoming more prevalent as tablets 
replace textbooks and research  
can be conducted on smartphones.
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We use visual arts, drama, and music, as vehicles for self-expression. 

Students are encouraged to acquire a sense of aesthetic judgment,  

the confidence to perform in front of an audience, and an appreciation 

for the art of music.  

Art Department  

We design courses to develop individual drawing, sculpting, and  

painting skills. We also mix traditional art mediums, such as pottery, 

with electronic graphic arts, so that students experience the full  

array of artistic expression. Students are taught the basics of Adobe  

Illustrator and Photoshop so that they learn more about web design, 

brand management, and product marketing. Twice a year, students  

display their artwork during winter and spring open houses to the  

delight of fellow students, parents, and visitors.  

Drama  

Each spring, the Cardinal Hayes Players come together to put on a 

Broadway show like no other. Under the direction of Broadway  

professionals and choreographers, Hayes students produce a full-scale 

stage production of some of Broadway’s most cherished musicals, 

such as Damn Yankees, Grease, West Side Story, and Guys and Dolls, 

to name a few. The Drama moderators strive to promote students’  

talents, skills, confidence, and character through rigorous rehearsals, 

high expectations, and exceptional performances.  

Music and Chorus  

The Hayes Music department promotes excellence in music by providing 

young musicians the best possible education and opportunities to  

perform. Our marching band is among the best in New York City and 

each year participates in the St. Patrick’s Day parade on 5th Avenue.  

We have three orchestra levels, so there is always a place to begin  

and a place to aspire to musically. Our jazz ensemble not only plays  

for the enjoyment of the extended Hayes community, but has also  

been invited to play at many high-profile functions.  

In addition to developing students’ musical talents, the Cardinal 

Singers entertain audiences throughout the school year with classic, 

gospel and contemporary songs. One of the most exciting activities 

within the Hayes Music Department is the H Line drumline. This  

signature group performs at school sporting events, alumni gatherings, 

and anywhere the spirit of Hayes is on full display. 

W E  E N C O U R A G E  

THE ARTS
Exposure to and participation in the Fine Arts are 
essential components of the Hayes experience.
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